[Non-invasive ventilation in neonates with Ondine syndrome: a real indication?].
Ondine's syndrome is a congenital central hypoventilation syndrome due to a disorder in the autonomic control of breathing in the absence of any primary disease that would explain it. Noninvasive ventilation (NIV) has been reported to be effective in the management of these patients, thus avoiding the need for tracheotomy for prolonged mechanical ventilation. We describe our experience of NIV in infants with Ondine's syndrome. Two infants with Ondine's syndrome were transferred to our center for management and adjustment of therapy. On admission NIV (BiPAP VISION) was started with nasal interphase in S/T (spontaneous/timed) mode, which failed to provide suitable ventilation (PCO2 > 70 mmHg). Finally, tracheotomy for continuous mechanical ventilation was performed. Although NIV has been reported to be successful in some patients with Ondine's syndrome, its application in patients younger than 5 years does not seem to be the general norm of treatment.